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for attaining righteousness there are many roads for men on earth; but this is the bell-
road [chief way], namely, protection of suppliants. The great seers, in their considera-
tions of the several gradations of true religion, have declared that there is nothing equal
to the giving of security to those in danger." [48]
In the meantime an aged brahman, who had gone into the Ganges to bathe, was
seized and dragged off by a crocodile; and straightway he cried out at the top of his
voice. Hearing this his aged wife, in instant consternation, came hastily to that as-
sembly of brahmans and told them what had happened: " 0 virtuous men of this
company, hear my lament. My husband, an aged man, is seized by a crocodile!"
As soon as he heard that brahman-woman's words, the king sprang up and entered,
a small sword in hand, the great river. And Vikramaditya, the foe of demons, smote
the crocodile in the jaws, and dragged forth the noble brahman, as if he had been a
noble elephant, from the water. And filled with wondering glances the great crowd
cried " Hurrah! ", and shouted to him in delight "Well done, well done!" again and
again. [60]
Then straightway the brahman, having attained life once more, trembling and
with great respect said to the king: " By your grace's kindness, noble sir, I am freed
from great danger; truly men like you, sir, live in single devotion to saving the
afflicted. Therefore I too will give you, sire, what I have gained in a long course of
time; consider that it is a favor to me, and consent to accept it. Long ago, having
purified myself by bathing in the stream of the Narmada-water, I propitiated Vi§nu
by reciting the Gopala-charm. So, at midnight of a certain day, Vi§nu himself, the
Lord of the World, awoke me and said, producing joy within me: * By your penance
I am satisfied; you have attained your object, noble brahman. I will tell you the
blessings resulting from the penance you have done. [72] When you die [78] you
shall receive a car-palace [vimana], capable of going everywhere; it shall have steps
of gleaming crystal, tinkling golden bells, sapphire columns, and walls of gold; it shall
be rich in countless charming palatial halls, and the banners unfurled on it shall in-
crease its height; a pleasure-park shall be fitted out on its borders, (filling it) with
pleasantly murmuring bees, and honey-bees rejoicing in drafts of sweetness from the
lips of fairies/ Giving me this boon, the yellow-clad lord of the worlds was gone again,
like a lightning-rent cloud, into the sky. The whole amount of this marvelous gift
which I received of old I now give to you, O king, and I shall attain boundless happi-
ness (if you accept it)." [82]
When the trembling-limbed brahman had thus spoken the king in vexation, tho
bowing deferentially, replied to him: " I am sprung from a princely house; I do
not accept recompense for the services I perform. If I performed a service in order
to receive a recompense, it would be no service at all. The protection of all creatures,
you know, is the inviolable duty of all ksatriyas who walk in the right way of their
caste, learned sir. Therefore, because it is a rule of conduct, I have thus saved your
worship on this occasion. Do not suppose that I thought you would do me a return
favor [see Critical Apparatus]." [90]
Hearing this wise and lofty saying, teeming with magEanimity, the brabnaix recog-
nized Vikramaditya, and said again: " My lord, now I recognize that you are Vikrama-
ditya; how could there be such a heart in any other k§atriya ? Fitting and true, O
king, is that which your majesty has jwst said; but nevertheless deign to hear my
words with attention. In olden time Brahman created men (of each of the four castes)

